




Why does Los Angeles exist? 



 1- El Pueblo de Nuestra Señora, La Reina 
de los Angeles de Porciuncula is the 
second oldest city in Alta California. We 
now call it LA 900whatver. 

 2- This is one of only two cities in Alta 
California with a royal charter from the 
King of Spain. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spanish Planning 
Document 



 This document which was formulated 
over several centuries was THE Spanish 
planning tool of its day. 

 Through this document, LA was founded 
in 1781. 

 The document called for three types of 
foundations in a place to be colonized: 
missions, presidios and towns. 



 21 Missions 
 4 Presidios 

 
 
 
 

 3 Towns (one failed) 
 







How Los Angeles was 
subdivided 



 The town of Los Angeles was entitled to 
one  league in each direction out from 
the Plaza when founded by Spain. 

 In 1834, during the Mexican era, City was 
enlarged to four leagues (Fountain Ave, 
Exposition Bl, Hoover St, and Indiana 
Ave). 

 Beyond town were the realengas or 
royal lands used for grazing and the 
ranchos. 
 





 Over time, the Spanish and later Mexican 
governments granted the use and then the 
title to vast lands, giving them to individuals, 
often military personnel. 

 For example, Rancho San Pasqual 
(Pasadena, South Pasadena, Altadena, 
San Marino and Alhambra) was a grant to 
Manuel Garfias. A great deal of the Garfias 
grant later became the property of Don 
Benito Wilson. 



What happened to your 
area? 



 Sold to individuals or groups: about 4,400 
acres 

 150 acres went to the Veterans’ 
Administration 

 320 acres became Los Angeles Country 
Club 

 600 acres became old or lower Bel-Air 
 3,296 acres became Westwood/Holmby 

Hills/Century City and UCLA 



 On Rancho San José de Buenos Ayres, 
there was no set aside for open space. 

 Open space was the responsibility of the 
owner of private property. It generally 
took the form of park space, but this use 
was not considered important in Los 
Angeles with its single-family homes that 
provided a front and a back yard. That 
model has drastically changed with 
multi-residential housing. 



 There is no public open space in old or 
lower Bel-Air. 

 Westwood/Holmby Hills had a modest 
set aside for parks. 

 Century City has no public open space. 
 UCLA is a property of the Regents of the 

University of California who provide open 
space for the UCLA students.  



 Well? 
 
 
 

 I’m still waiting… 



How to have fun in an earlier 
Los Angeles 











































How to get to your 
amusement of choice 





 Street cars at the turn of the last century 
went to the available public spaces: 
parks and cemeteries. Beaches were 
added a bit later. 

 These spaces were open to the public 
and street car lines used these open 
spaces as destinations or, later, as stops 
along the way to other destinations 
further out. 







 The muted colors of the era set the tone 
of life: very sober. 

 Into this retiring, sedate, restrained and 
understated existence came a creature 
too horrible for words. The creature was 
a calliope of incredible sounds, 
wheezing and smoking, a cacophony of 
colors and a complete antithesis of the 
refined living so desperately sought by 
modern man. 





 The vehicle liberated modern man and 
woman and allowed them to seek life 
beyond the cemeteries, the parks and 
the beaches. 

 Now you could come and go to new 
places, places that you discovered, and 
go at a pace that you dictated to suit 
your interests.  



 These new modes of transportation 
made bold statements: 
› You were “in.” 
› You were willing to be seen in a great big 

smoking, gaudy, noisy mode of 
transportation that made people notice you. 

› You were free! 



 Life in pre-World War I Los Angeles was 
the same life that you could lead in any 
sensible mid-Western city. These are 
states in the middle of the country that 
begin with “I”, “O”, or “M”. 

 Fun was as you found it. You could not 
be respectable and invent fun. It was 
what everyone else was doing and 
labelled as “fun.” Such as it was! 


